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At a Dec. 30 press conference in Miami, contra leaders said they would not attend any further ceasefire talks with the Nicaraguan government until they have a face-to-face meeting with mediator
Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo. Five of the six directors of the contra umbrella organization, the
Nicaraguan Resistance, said they expected to meet with Obando during the first week in January
in Guatemala. Although the Cardinal has met informally with one or two of the directors, such
encounter would be the first formal negotiating meeting between the cardinal and the top six contra
political leaders. The contras pointed out that Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega has had frequent
planning meetings in Managua with Obando. According to the contra chiefs, Obando told them
by phone Dec. 29 that he was willing to meet them but that President Ortega reportedly told the
Cardinal that the government would "lose confidence" in him as a mediator if the meeting took
place. At a second round of talks in Santo Domingo on Dec. 21-22, the Nicaraguan government
sent a foreign advisory team consisting of Washington lawyer Paul Reichler and West German
legislator Hans-Juergen Wischnewski to conduct direct talks with the contras. The contras refused
to meet with the government's advisory team, and reiterated that position Dec. 30. Contra leader
Alfredo Cesar said: "We will not discuss the future of our country with foreigners." He did not rule
out the possibility of a meeting with Reichler and Wischnewski if a Sandinista government official
were present, even if the official did not participate actively. Ortega and Obando met Dec. 29 in
Managua, and according to news reports agreed to call for another round of peace talks with the
contras in Belize or Panama. Alfredo Cesar said that while President Ortega sees Obando "any time
he wishes," contra leaders have been able to speak with the prelate only individually and briefly
putting them at a "clear disadvantage." Cesar said the meeting "has to be" in Guatemala. He ruled
out Miami, where the Cardinal visits frequently and where the contra leaders spend considerable
time, "because it is not part of Central America." Asked what the contra leaders wanted to discuss
with the Cardinal, he said, "Nothing in particular." Commenting on the suggestion of Obando and
Ortega that the two sides meet in Belize or Panama, Cesar said that Belize "lacks infrastructure" for
a meeting and that the government of Panama could not be trusted because it was "pro-Sandinista."
In addition to Cesar, those present at the news conference were Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, Adolfo
Calero, Alfonso Robelo and Aristedes Sanchez. (Basic data from Washington Post, New York Times,
12/31/87)
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